Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 032818 

61 

ORIGIN EA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PM-03 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 PRS-01 EUR- 12 

/063R 

DRAFTED BY E A/TB : FJT ATU :LRR 
APPROVED BY EA/TB - GEORGE B. ROBERTS 
EA/P - MR. SMITH (DRAFT) 

004589 

P 130122Z FEB 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 032818 
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TAGS: PFOR, TH, US 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE PUBLICATION OF STORY DAMAGING TO QUEEN 
SIRIKET 

REF: BANGKOK 2439 

1. WE AGREE THAT PUBLICATION IN U.S. WEEKLIES OF STORY 
AND PICTURE OF QUEEN SIRIKET WOULD BE EMBARRASSING AND 
POTENTIALLY DAMAGING TO OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS. 

2. HOWEVER, IT WOULD SEEM THAT ADVISORIES GIVEN BY 
RESPECTIVE STRINGERS AND CORRESPONDENT, AS DESCRIBED 
REFTEL, WOULD BE ADEQUATE TO KILL STORY AND, AS RESPONSIBLE 
PUBLICATIONS, BOTH WILL PROBABLY HEED THE ADVICE. 

3. IN VIEW OF THIS LIKELIHOOD, WE ARE RELUCTANT TO WEIGH 
IN, ESPECIALLY SINCE OUR IMPORTUNINGS MIGHT SERVE THE 
PURPOSE OF CALLING EDITORIAL ATTENTION AND INTEREST TO 
WHAT MIGHT ALREADY BE A DEAD ITEM. 
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4. WE CANNOT PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY THAT OTHER LESS 
RESPONSIBLE U.S. PUBLICATIONS WHICH FOLLOW THE BRITISH 
PRESS MIGHT PICK THIS STORY UP, ALTHOUGH IN THE LARGER 
SCHEME IT HAS, ESSENTIALLY, LITTLE NEWS VALUE. WE HAVE 

NOT, FOR EXAMPLE, BEEN AWARE OF APPEARANCE OF AP STORY 
(REFTEL, PARA 1) IN U.S. PRESS. INGERSOLL 
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